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A Note to the Doctor 
The patient giving you this card recently traveled to an area affected by Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV), formerly referred to as novel coronavirus) and has fever and 
respiratory symptoms. 
1. Please evaluate this patient using the case definitions provided at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/mers/case-
def.html. 
2. If this patient has an illness consistent with the MERS case definition: 
 - Call your local or state public health department to discuss testing for MERS-CoV using rRT-PCR 
(real-time reverse-transcription PCR). 
 - Implement infection control precautions as outlined in CDC guidance. (See link below.) 
3. See www.naccho.org/about/lhd for your local health department contact information. 
4. If you are unable to reach your local health department, call the CDC Emergency Operations Center for 
assistance: (770) 488-7100. 
For more information 
• CDC MERS Website: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/mers/index.html  
• MERS Update, Case Definitions, and Guidance: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/mers/case-def.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


